
It’s going to be a great 
summer sale!  All three 
of our sale rooms are 
bursting at the seams 
with fantastic deals. 
Meeting Room A holds 
our best quality, individ-
ually priced Better 
Books. You will find high 
quality books on a vari-
ety of topics, 20 trays of 
CDs, 10 trays of DVDs, 
etc.  We are looking for 
extra tables because we 
have such a tremen-
dous inventory! This is 
the place to be for 

stocking up on your sum-
mer reading. 
Come to the 25¢ Sale in 
Meeting Room B for 
your summer away-from-
home reading materials. 
We will offer paperbacks 
on a wide range of topics 
as well as CDs and mis-
cellaneous other media.  
In The Friends Room 
(downstairs) most items 
are priced at $1  or 50¢.  
Here you’ll find shelf 
after shelf of novels, his-
tory, text and reference 
books as well as  many 

non-fiction topics. 
Children’s books are 
especially abundant in 
this sale. Check out the 
excellent selection locat-
ed in the back area of 
each of our three sale 
rooms.  A great value! 
And while we’re discuss-
ing summer reading,  
here is a reminder to 
sign up for the Library 
Summer Reading Pro-
gram. Between June 1 
and July 31 readers of all 
ages can read and win 
prizes! 
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Spring Book Sale a Big Success—Nearly $12K! 

 Although the Spring 
sale was later this year 
(in May instead of 
April), the date didn’t 
affect it’s popularity! 
Starting at 6:30 pm on 
Friday we had a strong 
flow of customers.  

The Friends’ Spring 
Book Sale netted nearly 
$12,000, which allows 
us to support a number 
of  Library initiatives. 
We were thrilled to wel-
come so many new 
members!  Hopefully it 
indicates that we’re 
doing a better job of 
spreading the word re-
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Summer Book Sale July 19-21, 2019 

Welcome  
New Members 

 
prices of our sale items. 

Spread the word about 
our sales by telling  your 
neighbors and passers-
by about our sales. Con-
tact us to obtain a Book 
Sale sign for your yard.  
It’s so easy to do and 
provides great publicity! 

garding the number, 
quality and attractive 

Steve Sherman 
Long-time Friends volunteer 
Steve Sherman sadly passed 
away in April. His cheerful 
disposition, thoughtful over-
sight of our World Language 
Collection and Friday sorting 
efforts will be deeply missed. 



a great way to meet new people 
while serving your community. 
In this edition I’d like to spotlight 
one of our positions, that being our 
Floaters.  These wonderful folks 
are mini marketers. You know how 
sometimes you find Cook Books on 
the Novels tables? Or maybe cus-
tomers have cleared out a section 
of a genre, leaving the remaining 
books helter-skelter? Our Floaters 
seek out problem areas and refresh 

Looking for a fun-filled, satisfying 
volunteer experience? Join us dur-
ing our quarterly Book Sales!  We 
are always seeking volunteers to 
serve at upcoming sales and would 
love to have you help.  Did you 
know that it takes 100+ volunteers 
to handle one sale? Many smiling 
faces make the work easier, and it’s 

The books, puzzles and games that 
we offer are inexpensively priced. 

You can purchase an armload of 
books for the cost of a new one  at 

a retail store. Have you seen all of 
the Non-Fiction and Activity books  
we offer? We have thousands of 
books that spark imaginations and 
awaken vacationing brain cells!  
A fun, educational idea to consider 
is to have everyone in the family 
read the same book (such as a clas-
sic like Black Beauty, Tom Sawyer 
or even Harry Potter) and then plan 
a family book discussion with re-
freshments. How fun it could be to 
share each other’s impression of 
the chosen material.  An excellent 
way to create family bonding time!  

patron stopped Dianne and asked if 
she needed help. She pointed to the 
elevator and asked if he could help 
with loading / unloading.  After the 
set-up was done, Dianne discovered 
that the Good Samaritan had disap-
peared. Thus the legend of “Elevator 
Guy” was born!  A couple of sales 
passed with our elevator angel show-
ing up when needed  but disappear-
ing afterward.  Finally, Dianne got his 
contact information and Elevator Guy 
had a name—Ron Talaga!  

Ron has been a steady volunteer ever 
since. He’s even involved his wife 
Yasha and his children Gwen and 

One book sale set-up back in 2017 
was so busy that volunteers were 
struggling to get all of the books 
onto and off the elevator.  A library 

Henry. Every book sale you can see 
the whole Talaga family helping to 
get the books upstairs and dis-
played. Ron is now a Friends Board 
member, so you’ll see even more 
of him at the sales. 
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Volunteer Corner — by Dianne Langley 

Children’s Corner — by Elizabeth Hicks 

Welcome Ron Talaga! 

S U M M E R  2 0 1 9  

 You have numerous choices regard-
ing what will occupy your family’s 
time this summer.  These depend on 
the ages of your children, their inter-
ests, compatibility with your inter-
ests and how these choices fit into 
the family budget.  
During our July Book Sale you might 
find a book that suggests the perfect 
memory making activity for a short 
or long trip away from home, or you 
might find that a “trip” of any length 
is possible through reading a book 
without leaving your own neighbor-
hood or living room!  

them with bookends and correct 
categorizing placement.  Orderly 
tables help us sell more books.   
The great thing about being a 
Floater is scheduling flexibility.  
Since we need them all three days 
during sale hours, just let us know 
what day or time works for you!  
Call a friend and volunteer togeth-
er, or come meet your neighbors.  
We also offer service credit hours 
for students requiring them.  
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Friends Evening 
Book Discussion 

July 17 
The Long Haul: A Trucker’s Tale of 
Life on the Road by Finn Murphy 

A long-haul trucker reflects on 
changing realities of the working 
class as witnessed during jour-
neys crisscrossing the country. 
These experiences inspire reflec-
tions on work, class, and the 
bonds we form with the things 
we own and the places we live. 

August 21 

Mrs. Miniver by Jan Struther 
Mrs. Miniver, an ordinary English 
wife and mother of three, finds 
extraordinary aspects of life in 
the everyday routines others take 
for granted and personifies grace 
under pressure during harrowing 
wartime experiences.  
 

September 18 

The President is Missing by James 
Patterson and Bill Clinton 

The White House is the home of 

the President of the United 

States, the most guarded, moni-

tored, closely watched person in 

the world. So how could a U.S. 

President vanish without a trace? 

And why would he choose to do 

so?  

 

The Friends Evening Book Dis-
cussion Group meets the third 
Wednesday of every month at 
7:30 pm in Meeting Room B. 

New friends are always  
welcome.  

Don’t be surprised if you see the fa-
miliar Friends logo at places other 
than the Library this year.   

In an effort to spread the word about 
our book sales, the mission of the 
Friends and to increase our volun-
teer base, the Friends are partici-
pating in other events in the commu-
nity. You’ll see us sharing a float with 
the Library and MPPL Foundation in 
the July 4th Parade. As always, the 
Friends will participate in the Down-
town Block Party on July 27.   

The Friends board regularly reviews 
methods to effectively increase  pub-
licity for the organization.  Such   
publicity enhances volunteerism, 
sale attendance and our funding of 
Library programs and initiatives. 

Friends About Town 

Let There Be Light! 

The Friends held their Annual 
Meeting in May. Pat Klawitter will 
remain as President and Judy Roraff 
was re-elected as Treasurer.  Laura 
Luteri has stepped down as Secretary 
and will now assist Dianne Langley 
with volunteer recruitment and as-
signments. The secretary position 
has been assumed by Sue Wolf. Ron 
Talaga was appointed as a new at-
large  Friends board member. 

The Friends have already had the 
opportunity to provide meaningful 
financial support to the Library in 
2019.  One manifestation you’ll no-
tice right away is the wonderful set 
of walkway lights (“bollards”) in 
front of the building. Evening pa-
trons have commented on the in-
creased visibility that the new lights 
add to the entrance walkway.    

 Marilyn Genther has served as Exec-
utive Director of our Library since 
1992.  She spearheaded growth of 
the library as an integral partner in a 
successful, well-rounded communi-
ty. Expansion of the library to a sec-

ond level, renovation of interior 
space to allow for meeting and con-
ference rooms, establishment of the 
South Branch at the Community 
Connections Center and creation of 
the STEAM center in the youth de-
partment are just a few of the inno-
vative and effective enhancements 
that Marilyn and her team have pro-
vided for the Library. The Friends 
wish Marilyn well in her retirement 
and pledge to continue our support 
of the Library under the direction of 
new Executive Director Su Reynders. 

Elections and 
Appointments 

Passing the Baton 



First Class 

Upcoming Friends Book Sale Schedule 

 

Members Only Night Friday July 19, 2019 6:30 – 9:30 

General Public Saturday July 20, 2019 9:00 – 4:30 

General Public Sunday July 21, 2019 Noon – 4:00 

Members Only Night Friday October 18, 2019 6:30 – 9:30 

General Public Saturday October 19, 2019 9:00 – 4:30 

General Public Sunday October 20, 2019 Noon – 4:00 

Kids & Holiday Sale Saturday December 14, 2019 10:00 – 3:00 

Members Only Night Friday January 17, 2020 6:30 – 9:30 

General Public Saturday January 18, 2020 9:00 – 4:30 

General Public Sunday January 19, 2020 Noon – 4:00 

Members Only Night Friday April 17, 2020 6:30 – 9:30 

General Public Saturday April 18, 2020 9:00 – 4:30 

General Public Sunday April 19, 2020 Noon – 4:00 

10 South Emerson Street, Mount Prospect 


