Friends
Volume 4, Spring 2019

10 South Emerson Street
Mount Prospect, IL 60056
www.friendsofmppl.org

Spring Book Sale May 3-5

Welcome
LIFE MEMBERS
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McMorris
Craig & Rosemary
Sanders
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Daniel Estorco
Susan Fangos
Bob Hall
Hay-Chapman Family
Constance Lichter
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Judith L. Mewes
Allan Mortimer
Doug Nafis
Patrick O’Donnell
Mike & Cathy Pierce
Allison Rutledge
Satnam Singh Sandhu
Louise Schmid
Jeff Shockey
Mustafa Tahran
Mary Ann Tapper

The Friends Spring Sale
will occur later this year!
The usual sale date (third
weekend in April) conflicts with Easter. Thus,
the sale will be held on
May 3-5. This sale will
feature how-to and cookbooks, but we will offer all
sorts of items in all price
ranges.

News flash! In this sale
we will offer bargain
cookbooks. All weekend
long, cookbooks in the
Friends Room are Buy
One Get One Free
(BOGO)! Plan on stocking up on them—don’t
miss this fabulous deal.
As usual, Better Books
will be located in

Meeting Room A, where
you will find excellent
quality books at fantastic
prices.
Head to Meeting Room
B for the 25¢ Sale where
there are trays of bargain books and other
good deals.
Looking for a library-like
experience? Head downstairs to the Friends Sale
Room where you’ll find
shelves of books, puzzles, maps, sheet music
and games,. Most items
are priced at $1 or less,
including a large collection of nursing and
health text books.

Garage Sale? Donate Leftover Books
If you are having a garage
sale this year, please consider donating your sale
leftovers to the Friends.
We accept all gently used
books, video games,
DVDs, CDs, puzzles and
games. It’s easy! After
your garage sale, grab
some boxes and bags and

start your collection of
Friends donations. Then,
when you visit the Library, simply drop it all
off in front of the Friends
Room on the lower level.
All donations are regularly retrieved and then
sorted by Friends volunteers in preparation for
the next book sale. If
you have a large donation or need assistance,
we encourage you to
phone ahead and library
staff will help you unload
them from your vehicle.
It couldn’t be easier!

$ Winter Sale $
It wasn’t the best weekend for a book sale but,
in spite of the Saturday
snow, we had a steady
flow of bundled-up customers and brought in
over $8,000 to support
the Library. Thank you!

Kids Corner — Elizabeth Hicks
While writing this article I am
reminded of the long onslaught
of winter that we have endured.
We will bask in any sunshine
that comes our way no matter
the temperature, but we will
surely be on the look-out for
those balmy, sunshiny days: the
ones that bring the new green
shoots and leaves to dress our
neighborhoods.
Our Spring Book Sale has been
delayed until the first weekend
of May due to the timing of East-

er and Irish Fest. This means
that we will have an exceptionally large quantity of beautiful
books, games, puzzles and other surprises in our children’s

Friends Volunteer Corner — Dianne Langley
Do you have free time and desire to
meet new people while simultaneously serving the community? Give
the Friends a call! We are always
looking for volunteers and can suggest options for you to lend a hand.
Our Spring Book Sale is May 3-5. If
you can spare a few hours, join us
on Thursday for set up or work the
sale on Friday, Saturday or Sunday.
Meet your neighbors and make
friends as you help the Friends!
You may volunteer directly via our

MPPL website connection or by
calling Dianne Langley (847-3640427). I can answer questions and
get you started! If you are visiting
the Library, fill out a Friends volunteer form at the Registration Desk
and we will be in touch with you.
Please let the students in your life
know that we offer Service Hour
Credits—an easy , fun way to give
back to Mount Prospect while accruing credits for Middle School
Religious Ed, Promise Program or

sections in each of the three
rooms. Given the plentiful donations you will hopefully find what
you need to entertain / occupy
the whole family during your summer vacation. Our bargain prices
help contain the cost of summer
fun.
Try something new! Work a
puzzle, play a game, read a book
together, have a book discussion,
view a DVD. Try an activity like
cooking, sewing, training your
pet, performing magic tricks or a
new sport using the many nonfiction choices we offer. Don’t
miss our huge selection of Golden Books. These can be found in
each room at various prices
based on the condition and copyright year.
We have just as much fun mixing
with our families on Book Sale
weekend as you do coming to the
sale. We will be around all weekend to help. You will recognize us
High School Credit Programs. It
serves as a great introduction to
giving back to our community in a
safe and supervised environment.

First MPPL FanFest Packs ‘em In, Draws Over 500 Participants
Stormtroopers, superheroes and
wizards arrived in full fandom costume for the MPPL’s first FanFest
on Feb. 23. With funding from the
Friends, 500+ fans enjoyed festivities such as virtual reality, crafts,
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games and cosplay, along with photo ops with 501st Legion Star Wars
cosplayers, Windy City Ghostbusters and Costumers with a Cause.
FanFest brought together some of
the community’s most beloved
popular culture characters, from
Harry Potter to those from Hallmark Channel movies! While Star
Wars and superhero characters are
the most visible, organizers worked
to include all ages and fandoms.
Local graphic novelists and comic
creators Katie Schenkel, Michael
Morenci and Ivan Brunetti partici-

pated in a panel discussion and
book signing. Karen Herkes, MPPL
registration assistant, moderated
the forum as patrons asked about
the panel’s creative influences.
Guests joined in on craft activities,
a scavenger hunt that introduced
them to the breadth of fan-favorite
materials throughout the Library’s
collection and Fandom Feud, a fanthemed game based on Family
Feud and The $100,000 Pyramid.
They also received swag bags containing comic books, bookmarks,
lanyards and lanyard buttons.
SPRING 2019

Harper “Promise” Students Help The Friends
The Harper College Promise Scholarship Program offers public high
school students in Harper District
512 the opportunity to earn up to
two years of tuition at the college.
Promise students start earning their
scholarships as high school freshmen by, among other things, volunteering in their communities.
The Friends have benefitted by having Promise students Chandni
Vaidya and Noah Northrop, both
from Prospect High School, offering
their strong backs as dedicated volunteers. Both students signed up
through Erik Hammerstrom, Service
Club Sponsor at Prospect, and got

MPPL Foundation MiniGolf a Big Success
The MPPL Foundation Mini-Golf
event was a huge success, as 434
participants golfed in the stacks!
The Friends supported the event
by sponsoring Hole #9. Everyone
had a great time and the event
netted over $3,000.

hooked on helping! We are most
grateful!

April 17
My Name is Lucy Barton by Elizabeth
Strout

2018 in Review
2018 was a phenomenal year for the
Friends! Our publicity has certainly
reaped rewards. Fliers were distributed to most Mount Prospect preschools, fliers were posted in local
businesses and yard sale signs were
placed in front of many homes, helping to greatly increase attendance.
The five main book sales (i.e., the
four quarterlies and the Holiday Sale)
generated over $4,000 more in 2018
than in 2017! Thanks to Eric Bertolozzi and his crew of volunteers
who distribute publicity flyers, and
thanks to the many local businesses
that post them!

Friends Annual Meeting

If you didn’t get a chance to join
in the fun this year, mark your
calendars for March 2020. You
won’t want to miss this opportunity to support the Library!
SPRING 2019

Friends Evening
Book Discussion

Want to know what the Friends will
be doing in coming year? Stop by the
Friends’ Annual Meeting on Monday, May 13, 2019 at 7:30 PM in
Meeting Room A. We will be electing
the positions of president, treasurer
and assistant treasurer on the Friends
Board as well as discussing projects
for the Board to address in 2019.
These include book sale publicity and
strategies for generating a continuous flow of donations, purchases and
volunteers. Come to the meeting—
we would love to get your feedback.

Set in the mid-1980s, Lucy Barton,
hospitalized for nine weeks, is
surprised when her estranged
mother shows up at her bedside. Her
mother talks of local gossip, but
underneath the banalities, Lucy
senses the love that cannot be
expressed.

May 15
The Rooster Bar by John Grisham

Three students who have borrowed
heavily to attend a for-profit law
school realize they have been caught
in a scam. There may be a way to
escape their crushing debt and
expose the scam, but it will be risky…

June 19
The Girl Who Wrote in Silk by Kelli
Estes

Inara Erickson's discovery of an
elaborately stitched piece of fabric in
her deceased aunt's island estate
leads her to the century-old story of
Mei Lien and a difficult truth about
her family.

The Friends Evening Book
Discussion Group meets the
third Wednesday of every
month at 7:30 pm in Meeting
Room B. New friends are
always welcome.
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2019 Book Sale Schedule
Members Only Night
General Public
General Public
Members Only Night
General Public
General Public
Members Only Night
General Public
General Public
Kids & Holiday

Friday
Saturday
Sunday
Friday
Saturday
Sunday
Friday
Saturday
Sunday
Saturday

May 3, 2019
May 4, 2019
May 5, 2019
July 19, 2019
July 20, 2019
July 21, 2019
October 18, 2019
October 19, 2019
October 20, 2019
December 14, 2019

6:30 pm – 9:30 pm
9:00 am – 4:30 pm
Noon – 4:00 pm
6:30 pm – 9:30 pm
9:00 am – 4:30 pm
Noon – 4:00 pm
6:30 pm – 9:30 pm
9:00 am – 4:30 pm
Noon – 4:00 pm
10:00 am – 3:00 pm

2018 Year in Review
Throughout the year the Friends conduct used book sales to promote literacy within our community and generate funds to support a variety of library initiatives.
Enhancing the Mount Prospect Public Library experience by financially supporting its initiatives and programs is the core mission of the Friends.
2018 proved to be a stellar year, with the aggregate of book sale, trolley, membership, donation and interest income of $55,069, exceeding the prior year by 4%. We
could not have done it without your help. Consistently strong book donations allowed each of our quarterly sales to exceed the prior year’s revenue. In addition, we
held two special sales (Cookbook and Holiday), which together netted in excess of $3,000. Enhancement of the Holiday sale was a key 2018 Friends initiative. We
continue expand our marketing efforts via enhanced use of signage and our Friends Facebook page.
In 2018 the Friends provided the Library with funding totaling $29,029. These funds supported the following Library initiatives and programs:
Adult Programs
Teen Programs
Youth Programs
South Branch Programs
General Library Programs & Supplies
Staff and Volunteer Appreciation
Total

$3,977
$3,456
$5,188
$2,176
$8,579
$5,653
$29,029

